
Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
W,ABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

Yew \’ark, Xerv York 10023 

m M E D L 4 m  RETt IRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINA L 1 BR FOIMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular \+ewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”. I am outraged at the deci$iw of WAEIC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public seMccinews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“lnside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted for WMX-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
conununit)., offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the progrwn’s producer. 

“L.ike It Is”. with its nrultiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and df-esteem to our community I find the decision to reduce the program is 
au ammpt to diminish its capacity and ~0~t inUjty to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
hat-hg to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of colw in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and Mewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest miming African-American produced 
television progcam it! the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of proprams and 
documentaries in this counby on the Africa experience in the LIS., Caribbean and even Aliica itself. 

Today, miny of the pains that people of African anceshy have made in media duriq the past three 
decades are being sysfematicdly reversed. Racial diversity in media o m s h i p  and representation in the 
newrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like lt Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of ittime a week. coupled with your statim‘s decision to first 
ny to eliminate the program andthen in lieu of that slash the time format? reflects a dangeroos. frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

b a i n ,  1 call upon you to rem “Like Et Is” to its oilginal hour format. We are veiy much aware &at 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not panted, I 
will he forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and mS 
purchasing poww. 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my cwununiv 
can registex its displeasure pertaining to whar we feel is your insensiriviy to the audience that “Like It Is” 
selves. h d  as BIack History Month is fast approachh& and as “Like It Is” always does special 
progt’amming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not rehuned to its one hour format in time for Black Hisrorq- month. I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

-..* ,~ 

, I  A- ’ ’.. i :”, ! ; Plddress -A 
- .  , ~~ 

1.. I - 4;: ’?,,.:. .. ‘ .. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney. Cochair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



RETIIRN LIKE ITISTO ITS ORIGlNAL f BOUR FOR%l.4T! 

As ii regular viewer and strung suppoiter of”li l te ft Is” I am outraged at the decision of CVABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public sei-vtcehews show to ‘9: hour, in order to expand 
the tinu allotted f o r  sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its ward  winning host aid producer Gil h’oble, bas served the hierican 
public fm the past 34 years with timely and critical anafysis ofthe political, economic and 
cultural issues thaf shape our lives. Serving the mm&e of the. Kemrr Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater represzntatian of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that m&e up this country;‘s-ehic diversity, “ L k  It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine currmt affairs through an African Ameiicm 
perspective. To date i t  is the longest running Ati-ican American produced television program in 
the US md has produced the. largest body of prograins and clocuinenteries on 3lack Americans~ 

Today may of tb.e gams that people ofcolor have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership arid repmentatton in the news twins is in 
decline. The faEt that. --Like. It Is” isone of the only regularly xhedulcd Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, coupled with your sration’s decision to first try to eliminate: the 
prograin and then to slash the time forma;, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trcnnd. 

.&gain, I caIl upon you to ret‘irn ”Like It Is“ to its nrigiad hour formst. I m V C . ~  aware thnt 
Disney owns AEC. Whilr I will aiways suppon this pxogmi, ifthis reasonable request i not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my dispkasure vie my network vieWhg habits ililct mj 
purchasing power. And 1 will encourage otlters to do the same. There are many ways in which 
tny cotnmuniry can register ifs displeasure penaming to your insensitivity 10 the audience that 
”Like It 1s’’ serves. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Presiknt and Gene& Managex 

WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETllRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS 0 RIGIN& 1 HR FOIWAT IN TLME FO R 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It I$”, I am outraged at the decision s f  WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
‘‘Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for W M - T v ’ s  tone Black public &ain program. I find the decision an insult to OW 
community, offensive to our intelligence. and humiliating to the progjmn’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its muttiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis ofthe political, rconmuc and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the p r o m  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, widout 
having to resort to a new week-to-week wid ConteM. The histaric K w e r  Commission called upon &e 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up thts countxy‘s ethnic diversity, “Lie  1t Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed ~ p p ~ k i t y  for peopk to examine current affairs through an 
authentjc Afrioan-AmWican perspective. To date it is the longest running .frican-&nerican produced 
television program in the U.S. fwh.ich previously had given both W.MC-TV and thc ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of proprams and 
documeutaries in this countiy on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Amca itself. 

Today, many of the gains thar people of Mifcan anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decndes are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly scheduled Black propms 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week? coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend 

& a h  I calt upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are veq much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
wiII &ways support “Like It is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. t will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my comunits. 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
=rves. And as BIack History Month is fast approaching. and as “Like Jt Is” always does spcial 
prop.mming to hanor I& month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its OngiMl how 
inunediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black HkEow month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

-4 
c c  Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Dime); Media Networks; David Stem. Commissioner of the ?JBA 



Dave Daws 
President andGenzraI Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Ltncoln Square 
New York. NY 10023 

RETVKN LIKE l T l S  TO ITS ORIGiXIL 1 HOL& FO&WAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“tike I t  Is” I ani outragd at the decision of WAI3C- 
TV to cut the format ofthis esteemed pubtic sewicdiiews show to !i hour, in order to exTand 
the time. allotted for sports and entertainment How insulting! 

“Like it Is.” with it3 av.wd winning host and producer Gii Mobk, b s  sefved the American 
public for the pat 34 years w t h  tirneiy and critical analysis of the politicat, economic and 
culturtli issues that shape wr ljves. Senring me muidare of the Kemer Cummission, which 
cdfed upon the media to provide p a t e r  Ispresentation of people o f  color md the vxious issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opponuujty for peopk to examine ctmmt affak through an African American 
perspective. To date I t  is rhe longest running Afncan American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the hIbW1 body of programs and documentaries on Blmk Americans. 

‘Today niany ofthe gains that people of color have made in media hruzdcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
dzciine~ The fact that ”Like It. Is” is one of-tlie. only regulariy scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV, wupkd  !&h your station’s decision to first tr>- lo eliminate the 
program and then to siash the time format. refle.c.ts this dangeiuus and disturbing trend. 

Again, I ca!! u p w  you to refurn “Like It Is” IO its original hour farmat. 1 iun very aware that 
Disnp owns ABC. Whde ! wil l  a iway  support this pruy-am, if this reasonable request is not 
granred, f will find other ways to e.xpress my displeasure t a  my nctwfork viewing habris and my 
purchasing power. And i will encourage othc.rs to do the same. There are many bvayr in ~L2ic.h 
mny community can register its dispteasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like I t  1s” serves. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoh Square 

New York, Mew Sork iUU2? 

plMEDUTE i& Y RETURN IT I FO T M E F  
B NTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”. I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Imide Stuff. a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy oRering. in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I fmd the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host GI Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and culmal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the popam is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide th0~0ugh information withiin an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people ofcolot ingeneral and the Black cornuni t ) ;  in 
p&cicular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counby’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is“ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine curreat affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest d g  AfricwAm&can produced 
television program in the U S .  (which previously had given both WABGTV and the ABC Network 
cansiderable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countcy on the African experience in the U S . ,  Caribbean and even Amca itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial divenity in media ownership and representation in tho 
newsroams is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one. of the only regdarly scheduled Black p r o p s  
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to fzst 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format. reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disazrbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like it Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &airs department. n l i ie  I 
will always support ‘&Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reawnable requests are not granted 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purc.hasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my coinmunit); 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It IS” 
serves. Aid a5 Black History Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
progranming to honor this monm it is even more urgent that you retun the show to its original hour 
irrtlnediateIy. Ifthis show is not returned to its one hour fomr in t h e  for Black Hisrofy month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Ross McMullin 
PRESIDENT &CEO 
adidas .%mica 
PO Box 4015 
Beaveiton, OR 97076 

re: the Preemption of !h hour of “Like It Is” for“NBA Inside Stuff‘ 

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show ‘WBA Inside Stuff.” 

1 ani alerting the sponsors of t lus shou- to an issue tllat could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has s h o m  great insensitiftity to its viewers of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winning public affairs program “Like It Is,” which is committed to helpiug society 
examine affairs through an authentic African American perspective. for a half hour of “NBA Inside Stuff.”. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues tbat shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in particular by airiig 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed oppomity for people to examine current affairs through an authentic African-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest running .4frican-.heiican produced television program in the ti.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the AEC Nehslork considerable praise in the Black communityj that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentm.es in this country on the f i c a n  experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

WABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs progranuning that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our conununity. My request to this network is simple. Return “Like It 1s” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of “NBA Inside Stuff.’’ 
kiewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of );our main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WAI3C-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to  your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my communit)l, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

signature 

address 

cc: Dave Davis, President of WABC-TV; h e  M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Ross McMullh. 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas America 
PO Box 4013 
Beaverton, OR 97076 

re: -.2 Preemption of 55 hour of “Like It Is” for “XB.4 Inside Sluff“ 

It  has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff.” 

1 am alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact tfie sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shown great insensitivity ro irs ciewers ofAfrican descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winuing public affairs program “Like It Is,” u-hich is committed to helpiig society 
examine affairs through an authentic African American perspective, for a half hour of “NBA Inside Stuff.’’. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has sewed its viewers for over the last 
54 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in particular by airihg 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an authentic &can-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest m u n g  African-American produced television program in the U.S. (,which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the Afi-jcan experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

W’ABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs propnmiing that give the 
Afiican perspective on issues affecting our conmunity. My request to this network is simple. R e m  “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month uith special programming, I want the show retumed to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of “NBA Inside Stuff:” 
viewers of “Like It Is“ are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

cc: Dave Davis. President of WABC-TV: . b e  M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disnqy Media Networks 



Ross McMullh. 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas .America 
PO Box 4015 
Beaverton, OR 97076 

re: the Preempbon of ’A hour of “Like It Is* for WBz4 lnsjde Stuff‘ 

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff.^ 

I am alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shown great insensititti@ to its viewers of .%fiiean descent by prermpring 
one half hour of the award winniug public affairs program “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
examine affairs through an authentic African American perspective, for a half hour of “NB.4 Inside Stuff.”. 

“Like It Is”. with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has saved its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, ecouomic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black couuiicuiity in particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed oppottu~uty for people to exaniine cument affairs through an authentic African-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest running African-American produced telexision program in the U.S. (which pretiously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black Community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this county on the Afiican experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

WAE%C-T\‘ c m n t l y  devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs progammhg that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our conununity. My request to this network is siniple. R e m  “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honois this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
Histov Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the networks offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of ”NBA Inside Stuff..” 
viewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black coinmunity than our history and our socioeconomic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to nuke the correlation that the 

Name (print) and date .y 

address 



‘A&. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lmcolnn Square 

IMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORlGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a r@ar viewer and strong supporter of “Like 3t Is”. 1 am outraged at the bcisign of WABC-TV to cur 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offeGng, in the spxe  
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs propun. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our hceIIigence, and humiliaring to the prog.atn’s p&wr.  

“Liike It Is”, with its multqle award Winning producer and host Gil Noble, has sewed its viewers for over 
die last 34 years with timely and &tical d y n i s  of the political, ecommic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community I find rhe decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week seriai context. The historic Kemer Comniission d e d  upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and Viewpoints that make up this county’s ethnic diversity, “Like lt Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television grogram in the US. (whic.h previously had givenbath WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this cumtry on the African experience in the US,, Caribbean and even Africa itself 

Today, mimy of the gains that people of A€ricsn ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and repraentafion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WMC-TV out of 168 hows of airtime a week coupled with your station’s decision to iirst 
cry to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. frighZaing 
and disturbing trend. 

Again I calt upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &airs department. White I 
will always support “Like It 1s- and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network kiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my comrnunif7 
cm register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is“ 
serves. Ald as Black Histaty Mondi is fast approachiug and as “Like It Is’‘ always does specid 
pogmnmg to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
inmediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time €or Black Hktov month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

ce: . h e  M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Nehriofks, Davtd Stem Commissioner of the NBA 



Duve Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoh Square (. 

New York. N Y I0023 

RETI!RN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORICIh’AL I HOI!R FORMAT1 

.4s n reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like I t  Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of W A R C  
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servke!oews show to ‘/a hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘*Like It Is,** with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic. and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kernrr Commission. which 
called upon tile media to provide greater representation (if people of color and the various issue!: 
and \+wqmints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a uniqae and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine curren: sffairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Ammican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms i s  in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. fonuat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very a w u e  that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
pranted, I will find other ways to expras my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and m ~ ,  
purchasing pocvm. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
iny community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
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, 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
New Y ork, N Y 10023 

?.. 

RETllRiN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGMAL I ROI!R FORMAT1 

.%s ~1 regular viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of' WARC- 
T'V to cut the format of this csteemed public service!wws show to 'A  hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for spons and entertainment. How insulting! 

-*Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years Hith timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemer Commission. which 
called upon die media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer: 
and viervpoiiits that make up this c o y t r y ' s  ethnic diversity. "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed omr tun i ty  for people to examine current offairairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running AfTican American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ufcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station's decision to fim try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the time fonnat. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very a w u e  that 
Disney owns .SBC. While I will always support this program, if this rea3onable request is not 
grantsd. I will find other ways to rxpre.qs my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and in! 
purchasing powa. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in whict 
m y  community can registet its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
"Like It If" serves. '., 



Dave Davis 
President and Genernl Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
NewYorkNY 10023 

WABC-TV 
1:. 

RETIIRi LIRE ITIS  TO ITS ORIGlh’AL 1 ROI!R FORMAT1 

.&s a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Lih-e It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the fomat of this esteemed public service!news show to VI hour. in order lo expand 
the time allotted for spocts and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandare of the Kerner Commission. cvhjch 
called upon the meha to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer; 
and viewpoiiits that make up this coytry’s ethnic divenity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
inost needed opprtunity for people to exam.ine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest nrnning AFFican Ammican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made i n  media broadcasting are being 
reversed~ Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision io fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. fomiat. reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. 1 call upon you to return “Like It IS“ to its original hour fomat. I am very awwe that 
Disney owns ,GC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
Qranted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in!. 

purchasing pown. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in which 
my community can registet its displeasure m i n i n g  to your insensitivity IO the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. a:,. 



Dsve Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square I .  

New Y ork N Y I Oo23 

RETI!kY LlRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I FIOl!R FORMAT1 

AS a reguiar viewer and nmng supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision ot’ WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servlce!oews show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerncr Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representati0.n c,f people of color and the various iswe!; 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic divenity. “Like It  Is” has offered a unique and 
most ncedecj opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today man\’ of the gains that people of color have niade in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-’TV. coupled wirh your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time, fommt, reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you lo return “Like It IS” to its original hour format. 1 am very aware that 
Dime): owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and in;, 
purchasing poown. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my corntnunity can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt  
“Like It If” serves. (.,. 

Address 



We Davis 
President and General Manager 
wmc-TV 
7 Lincoln Square 
NcwYoT~,NY 10023 

RETllRN LIKEITISTO ITS ORIGINAL I RO[!R FORMAT1 

.4s a reguiar viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is" I am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to Vi hour. in order Io expand 
the time allotted for spans and entertainment. How insulting! 

'.Like It Is," with its award winning host an& producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for thc past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater rcpresentatio.n cif people of color and the various issuer. 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry's  ethnic diversity. ''Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
inost needed opportunity for people to examine current afTaiairs through an African Amencan 
perspective To date it is the longest running African Arnerican produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and dncumentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in  media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station's decision to fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time foniiat, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very awue thar 
Disney owns .GC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in! 
purchasing powe~. And 1 Will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in which 
m y  community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
"Like TI IS" serves. I.. 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
NewYor4NY \W23 

WABC-TV 

RETURN LlRF IT IS TO FTS ORICJNAL I AOI!R FORMATI 

.xs n regular viewer a d  strong supporfer of "Like It Is" 1 am outraged at the decision of' WABC- 
TV 10 cut the f o n a t  of this esteemed public servlce!news show to % hour. in order to expand 
the lime allotted for spons and ent.ertainment. How insulting! 

"*Like It Is," with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, ha3 served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issuer that shape our lives. Sewing the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issuer: 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry's ethnic diversity. "Like It Is" has offered a unique and 
most needed owr tun i ty  for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it  is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the U S  and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people d c o l o r  have made in media broadmsting are  being 
reversed~ Racial diversity in  media o\vrtership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station's decision io fim try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time. foniiet. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Agein. 1 call upon you lo return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
Wntzd. I kill find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habirs and In$. 
purchasing potvm. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
m y  community w register!! displeasun pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 



Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoh Square 
New York, N Y IO023 

RETtIRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I HOUR FORMATI 

AS a reguiar viewer and strong supporter of “Like If Is“ 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV IO CUI the format of this esteemed public service!news show to ‘A hour. in order to expand 
the time allotted for spons and entertainment. How insulting! 

‘*Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic. and 
cultural issuer that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kemrr Commission. tvhich 
called upon the media to provide greater representation <if people of color and the vartous issue!: 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic divenity, “Like It IS” has offercd a unique and 
most needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly, scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to first tly to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the rime fomiat. reflects this dnngerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, 1 call upon you (0 return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in? 

purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy ways in whict 
iny community CUI registel‘ its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience thnt 
“Like It IS“ serves. a;. 

.. 



Dave Davis 

7 Lincoln Sqiiare 

President and Genenl Manager 
w ABC-TV 

NewYorkNY 10023 

I:. 

RETllRN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORICWAL I A’Ot!R FORMAT! 

.& a regular viewer and nmng supporter of“Like I t  Is” I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servke!aews show to ‘/I hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is.” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic. and 
cultural Issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission. cvh.hich 
called upon the media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issue!. 
and \,iewpoiilts that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opgortunity for people to examine current sflairs through an African American 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest hody of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced ai WABC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to fim try to eliminate the 
pmgram and then to slash the t ime format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again. I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that  
Disncy owns .48C. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i s  not 
grante.d, I will find other ways to expreqs my displeasure via my network viewing habits and In!. 
purchasing pown. And 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are mmy WRYS in which 
iny community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It IS” serves. ‘.,. 



W e  Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square t .  

NewYork,NY \W23 

RETVRN L l K E  I T  IS TO ITS ORIGIJVAL I ROI!R FORMAT! 

.&s a regular viewer and strung supporter of “Like It Is” 1 am outraged at the decision of WARC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public service!news show to ‘/I hour, io order lo expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

-‘Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political. economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Sewing the mandate of the Kernrr Commission, tvhich 
called upon I I K  media to provide greater representation of people of color and the various jssue!: 
and viewpoints that make up this coytry’s ethnic diversity. “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
innost needed opprtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Amencan 
perspective To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans 

Today many of the gains that people ofcolor have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decline. The fact that  “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAEC-TV. coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the  t ime  foniiat. reflects this dnngerous nnd disturbing trend. 

Again, 1 call upon you to return “Like I t  IS” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ,sBC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request i s  not 
gran1e.d. I u-ill find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and in;, 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many wrtys in which 

nsitivity to the audience thnt 
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Mr. Dave D a w  
President and General Manager 

7 Lmcolnn Square 
WABC-TV 

New Yolk, New Yo& 10023 

LMMEDIATE LY RETURN LIKE 1Z‘ 1.5’ TO ITS ORiCINA L 1 HR FORMAT IN T1.m FOR 
BLACh . HISTORY MO NTH 

As a regular Viewer and strang supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs pragram. I find the decision an insuit to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligence. and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econonlic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an how, without 
having to rewrt tQ it new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission &led upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
pa~ticular by airing variaus issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s.. 
has offered a unique and most needed oppomity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-hencan perspective. To date it is the longest running Mican-American produced 
television program in thc U.S. (which pKeviously h.ad given bath WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the A6ican e..perience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and &presentation in the 
newsroam is in decline. The fact tttat “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airhie a week, coupled with your station’s decision to hrst 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to r e m  “Like It 1s” to its original hour fanuat. We are vely much aware that 
Disney, au entertainment conglomerate, o\tns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable. requests are not Banred, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
c[u1 register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS’‘ 
semes. And as Black History Month is fast approachin& and as “Like It Is” always does special 
pmgramming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its on& hour 
immediately. If this show is Rot returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoly month, I will 
without hesitation use the options menrioned above. 

Print and Sign ~ ~ ~ - & ~ -  L‘;U& 
Address 3 (ii. ha,n1- P i -  

U l P  A, ;>4 mt/ / 
cc: ,Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem. Commissioner ofthe NBA 



RE’MIRN LfKE‘ITIaS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HOlJR FORiL4F! 

As a regular \:ie\ver aid strong supporter of”%ike It IY” I an1 outraged at the decisim of wmc- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed pirbIic servicdnews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the rime aIIotted for sports wid entertainment. HDW insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning hmf and producer Gil Mohk, has fie American 
public for the past 34 years with t i m t y  and critical amIysis of &e political, economic and 
CdtUral issues  that^ Shape our llVeS. Sem-ining thr, mandate of the K t m w  Cmxnission, which 
called upon the media to provide greater represenfation of people of C O ~ N  and the various issues 
and viewpoints &at niske up this couiltrq.’s.ehic diversity, “Like It Is” has affred a wque and 
most needed opportunity for peopfe to examine current affairs through an Afiiciut ilinericru! 
penpzctive To date it’ir the longest running African -4merican produced television proyam in 
the US md has prodwed the largest M y  of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media bradcasting arc being 
reversed. Kacial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news f w m s  is in 
decline. The f$c.t that *-Like It Is’‘ is one ofthe only regularly scheduled BIack programs 
produced at ‘A‘ABC-TV, coupled with your station‘s decision to first try to eliminate the 
proganr and then to slash the time format, refler.ts this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ’Like It Is” to its original how format. I ain vev aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will aiways support this prop.m. ifthis reasonable request :S not 
grant&, I wilt find uther ways to express niy displeasure via m y  network viewing hibits and My 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are n~my ways in which 
m y  cotmunity can register its &spieasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
”Like It Is” servrs. 



Gave Davis 
President and Cistiera1 Manager 
WIzBc?V 

New York, NY IO(J’3 
7 Lmncdn Square 

R F X J R N  LifiE IT I S  TO ITS 0R.JCIX.U. 1 HOUR FOR;1.LA’T? 

As a regular virwrr imcl strung suppotter of ’.Jai.ke It Is” I an outragad at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed pubtic servicehews show to ‘/i hour. in  order to expand 
the titw allotted for sports and entertainment. How insuiting! 

’Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served thz Ameyican 
public for the past 34 years with timely and criticat anatysis ot‘the poltti.d, economic and 
cultural issues that sfiapc our lives. Serving the mandate of€& Qmer Commissioti, wti1ch 
called upon tJwnedia. to provide greater representrrtian of people ofcolor and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this county’s ethiiic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for peopk to examine current affairs through ~n African Amc.ricLin 
perspective, To date &is the longst running African AmZncan produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of proyanls and documentaries on Black Americans. 

‘Today many of the gains tlmt pcople of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media owne.rship and representation in the news room5 is in 
decline. The fact that “Like It Is“ is one of’ttw only regularly schedukd Black programs 
produced at W A X - T V ,  coupled with your station’s decision to first try to etiminate the 
progmarn and then to sfash the timz format, reilwtj this jarlgerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I Cat1 upon you to return -Like It Is“ to its original hour formet. I am very aware that 
Disney own8 Af3C. While 1 will always support this progmm, if this reasonable reqitest is not 
granted, w;ll find other wiiys to cxpras my displeasure via my network viewing habi:s a id  n1S: 

purchasins power. And I wilI encourage others to do the same. There are nlmy ways in which 
my corninunity can re.gister its Ispleasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



RETITRE LlliE P I S ’  TO ITS ORIGI3AL 1 HOlIR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is” I am outraged at the decision of’ \NABC- 
TV to cut <he format of this esteemed public. service‘news show to lf’i hour, in oxder to expand 
thr time allotted for spoits and ei&W.aimnent. How insulting! 

‘Like It Is,” with its award vvinning bost and producer Gl Noble, has sswed the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and criticat analysis of the polittcrrJ, economic End 
cultural issires fhat shape our lives. Serving &e rnacufatc? ofthe IQrner Commission, which 
called upon the meda to provide gc i t er  representatian of people of color and the various issues 
and ~<ewpotnts that make up this couWy’s.ethic diversiQ> “L&e It Is” h a  oKered a unique and 
most needed oppwrtunity for people to examine current affairs through an African Ame.ric.an 
perspective To date it-is the jongest running African American pmducd television program in 
the US and has pmduced rhc. largest hody of propms mil documentaries on Black Inmericms. 

Today many of the gains that people ofcoior have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Kacial diversity in media ownershy and representation in the news rooms is in 
deciim. ?he fact that “Like. Lt Is’‘ is o x  of the only regularly scheduled Black program 
pnduczd at WABC-TV, coupled with your station’s decision to first tiy to elicninatr the 
progratlx and then io siash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend 

Agaitt, I call upon you to retwn “Like I? 1s” to its origmal hour forms?. I an very swwe that 
Disney owns ABC. While i will always 3xppxt this p r o g m ,  if this reasonable request :s not 
gmted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing kbirs and my 
purchwing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the attdience that 
“Like rt Is” serves. 



,Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincohm Sqwe 

New York, New I’d 10023 

WABC-TV 

KEfT IS TO ITS ORJGL VAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR WMEDIATELY RETURN LJ 
TORY MONTH 

AS a regula viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicelnews program io a half hour show ia order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘,  a quasi spoits, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offerin& in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the. decision an insdt to OUT 
communi@, offensive to our intelligence, arid hurniliaiing ta the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its nldtiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 31 years with h e l y  and critical analysis of the political. economic and cuimal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an ancmpt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an h m ,  withard 
having to reson to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comnussion called upan the 
media to provide greater representation of people of cotot in general and the Black community in 
m c u l a r  by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It is“ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cwent affairs through an 
autheatic .4fr’icant2mer&?11 perspective. To date it is the longest nmmg African-AmericW produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black commuNty) thrt has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Cnribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anmhy have made in media during she past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diverjity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only fcguIarIy scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours af airtime a week coupled with your station’s decision to first 
tiy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of thaf slash the time formar, reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend 

Agais I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are veq much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment congiomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my communiv 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is’’ 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as ”Like It Is” always does specid 
programmi% to honor &is month, it is even more urgent tbat you retum the show to its original hour 
i-ediateIy. If this show is not rehimed to its one b u r  formar in rime for Black HistoT. month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

UU&&&n I Wt \n25  

cc Anne M Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Medza Networks, Dawd Sfem Comm~ssioner of the NBA 



Mr Dave Davis 
Pres~dent and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York,New York 10023 

JMM EDIATELY RETURNLIKEITISTO JTS OMG INAL 1 BR FORMAT IN T LWE FOR 
@JACK EU$TOR Y MONTE 

As a regular viewer tmd strara supporter of“Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the fomlat of this highly esteemed pubtic sewicehews program to a half hour show in order to inseft 
“lnside Stuff’. a quasi Sparts, entertainment and sametinw situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WAEK-TV’s lone BIack public affairs program. 1 fmd the decision an insult to om 
community, offensive to our intelligence., and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

”Like It Is”, with its multiple award wu- producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. 1 find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thoron@ information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airin8 various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for peopte to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest running Afiican-American produced 
television program in the U S  (which previausly had given both WABC-TV and the 4BC Nehwk 
considerable praise in the Black community) rhat has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today. &y ofthe gaiuS that people of M i c a n  mcestzy have made in media dtuiry the p s t  three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
iiewsrmrns is in decline. The fact that ”Like It  Is” is one of the only regularly scheduIedBIack programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to fust 

and disturbing trend. 

Again, I calt upon you to return ”Like It Is” to its origind hour format. we are very much awwe that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns A5C and 145 news and pubtic affairs departmelkt. While I 
will always support“Like It Is“ and GiI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted; I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my cormnunie 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black Histo~y Month js  fast approaching, and as “Like It Is’‘ always does special 
progrming to honor this montb, it is even more urgent that you return the show w its original hour 
immediately. If this slmw is not returned to its one hour fonnaf in time for Black Histoty montk I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 

cc: .Anne M. Sweeney, Cochair Dimey Media Networks: David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 


